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THE SHERLEY AMENDMENT. 

FALSE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE CURATIVE PROPERTIES OF PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES HELD TO BE UNLAWFUL. 

The Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third Judicial Circuit of the 
United States has upheld a decree of forfeiture of a shipment of 
"patent medicine" on the ground that the labels contained false and 
fraudulent statements regarding the curative effect of the medicine. 
The suit was brought under the Sherley amendment to the United 
States pure food and drugs law. 

Judge Buffington, in the opinion, said that the purpose of the 
Sherley amendment was to "punish false and fraudulent statements 
regarding the curative or therapeutic effect" of drugs shipped in 
interstate commerce. 

The opinion is published in this issue of the Public Health Keports, 
page 3383. 

POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

THE RECENT EPIDEMIC IN NEWARK, N. J. 

By C. H. Lavikdeb, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

In the epidemic of poliomyelitis which during the past summer 
originated in New York City and spread over the adjacent territory, 
perhaps no city suffered worse than Newark, N. J. 

Newark is but a short distance away, and by means of excellent 
transportation facilities its inhabitants enjoy a very close daily asso- 
ciation with New York City and its people. 

It is perhaps quite characteristic of poliomyelitis that other cities, 
such as Jersey City and Hoboken, for example, located even nearer 
to New York City and in just as close association with it, should 
have suffered comparatively lightly from the disease. It is true 
that quarantine and other methods of handling the situation may 
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have varied somewhat with these different places, but under our 
present conception of the epidemiology of poliomyelitis, it is hardly 
conceivable that this variation in methods should have been the 
sole cause of such a wide difference in prevalence in the respective 
places concerned. 

It will be noticed from the tables that the incidence rate per 1,000 
population in Newark was a little less than 4. The worst infected 
boroughs of New York City gave a rate somewhat over 3, while 
Hoboken and Jersey City each gave a rate of less than l. 1 

The tables and chart herewith presented give an excellent idea of 
many features of the epidemic in Newark. These data were all se- 
cured from the Newark city health department through the courtesy 
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of the health officer, Dr. Charles V. Craster, whose kindness is grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

No attempt has been made to collect the last few cases, since the 
tables and chart cover essentially the epidemic as it occurred in New- 
ark. The few remaining cases would effect no material change in 
any figure. It would be well if some of the tables could be studied 
along with a map of the city. 

Further comment on the special features of the tables and chart 
seems at this time unnecessary. There is nothing very unusual to be 
noticed and the epidemic presents in general the characteristics 
observed in other such epidemics. 



l The Hoboken rate is a little oyer 1 if imported cases treated in its hospitals are 
included. 
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The tables in this report were prepared by Asst. Surg. H. F. Smith. 

Table 1. — Poliomyelitis, Newark, N. J. — Reported cases and deaths oy counties 

or civil divisions. 





Weeks ended (on Saturdays)— 


Wards. 


July 8. 


July 15. 


July 22. 


July 29. 


Aug. 5. 


Aug. 12. 


Aug. 19. 


Aug. 26. 


Sept. 2. 




C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


c. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


1 










1 

2 
12 

4 
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.... 

3 

2 
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1 
14 
32 

3 

24 
5 
5 
2 
2 

14 


1 

2 
7 
1 
3 

"i~ 
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4 

3 
48 

8 
29 

9 
11 

2 
13 
14 

4 
33 
16 
18 

4 
31 


"~2 
10 
1 
9 
i 
i 
1 
1 
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5 
9 
2 
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6 
11 
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5 
12 
12 
25 

2 
13 
16 

4 
18 
19 
37 

4 
24 
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2 
15 
1 
7 
4 
5 
2 
6 
4 
3 
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6 


17 
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36 
2 
6 
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16 
2 

22 
4 
6 

20 

31 

26 
6 

21 


5 
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"3" 

4 
3 

1 

"i' 

7 
6 
1 

4 


3 
2 
9 
3 
6 
8 
11 
4 

16 

4 

2 

10 

25 

30 

10 
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1 
2 
4 
1 
2 
5 
4 

"5" 
2 

"2" 
4 
9 
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5 
2 
7 
2 
1 
8 
4 
5 

12 
2 
1 
9 

15 
9 
4 
3 
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1 
2 


3 






7 
2 
7 
2 
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2 
.... 

1 
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4 


1 






5 


' 


6 
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3 


1 


1 


8 
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2 
8 


1 
3 


l 


10 


10 


2 


18 


8 


1 


11 




12 






4 
5 
10 


3 
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8 
4 
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2 
1 
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8 
11 

8 
3 
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2 
2 
2 


1 


13 


2 
1 




3 


14 




15 




16 






7 




2 


2 






1 




Total.... 


14 


2 


65 


18 


63 


23 


137 


37 


247 


72 


260 


67 


230 


44 


150 


42 


89 


24 





Weeks ended (on Saturdays)— 






Wards. 


Sept. 9. 


Sept. 16. 


Sept. 23. 


Sept. 30 


o<*t. 7. 


Oct. 14. 


Oct. 21. 


Oct. 28. 






C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


c. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


C. 


D. 


1 


2 
1 
2 


1 


3 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 


2 


2 




1 








1 






1 






46 

44 

212 

32 

103 

59 

81 

43 

93 

91 

25 

116 

154 

156 

45 

110 


20 


2 


















3 




1 


2 






2 












1 




47 


4 


1 
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5 


3 
3 
1 

4 
3 
1 
3 

1 
5 
5 
4 
6 


1 
1 

"3" 
2 


























32 
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"i" 
1 


1 


1 






1 
















21 


7 




















22 


8 


8 
1 


3 


2 
2 




5 

4 




2 
2 












11 


9 












22 


10 












35 


11 


1 
2 
1 
3 
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2 
3 
6 
2 
5 
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"2" 
.... 


1 
2 
9 
3 

1 
1 
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12 


1 
2 

"i" 
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27 


13 


1 
2 
2 
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1 


2 
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2 
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1 
2 
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2 
.... 








14 
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15 












13 


16 




1 




2 






26 


















Total 


45 


16 


38 


7 


30 


10 


12 


1 


17 


.... 


9 


4 


3 


5 


1 




1,410 


372 
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Table 2. — Poliomyelitis, Neicark, 2f. J. — Cases and deaths by days as reported to 

board of health. 



Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


JULY. 
1 






ADQCST. 
1 


35 
30 
33 
45 
37 
44 
39 
43 
38 
37 
29 
29 
24 
26 
42 
32 
38 
27 
41 
22 
20 
25 
25 
21 
17 
20 
10 
19 
10 
11 
14 


7 
14 

7 
13 
14 
12 
7 
12 
7 
13 
7 
9 
9 
1 
7 
4 
8 
7 
8 
7 
6 
7 
9 
5 
3 
5 
8 
3 
3 
2 
2 


SEPTEMBER. 

1 


16 
9 
4 
8 
3 
8 

12 
6 
4 
3 
7 
6 
8 
7 
4 
3 
4 
6 
7 
4 
3 
3 
3 


3 


2 






2 


2 




3 


1 

1 


1 


3 


3 . . 


1 


4 


4 


4 


3 


S 




5 


5. 


1 


6 


1 
3 

7 

2 

6 

14 

9 

9 

11 

5 

9 

4 

7 

12 

9 

8 

15 

16 

17 

20 

24 

18 

23 

23 

22 

31 




6 


6 


5 


7 


1 


7 


7 




8 


8 


8 


4 




2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
4 
3 


9 


9 


2 


10 :. 


10 


10 




11 


11 


11. . 


1 


12 


12 


12 


1 


13 


13 


13 


1 


14 


14 


14 


1 


15 


15 


15. . . 


1 


16 


16 


16 


2 


17 


2 
3 
9 

2 
4 
4 
6 

1 
7 
5 
7 
5 
5 
6 
11 


17 


17. 


2 


18 


18 


18 




19 


19 


19 . . 


1 


20 


20 


20 


2 


21 


21 


21 




22 


22 


22 


4 


23 


23 


23 


1 


24 


24 


24.. 




25 


25 


25 


6 
3 


1 


26 


26 


26 




27 


27 


27 




28 


28 


28 


1 

2 




29 


29 


29 




30 


30 


30 




31 


31 


Total 








Total 




Total 


327 


97 


883 


226 


150 


40 



Grand totals: 



1,360 

Deaths 363 



Table 3. — Poliomyelitis, Newark, N. J. — July 1 (first case July 3) to Oct. 

1916, inclusive. 



Ward. 


Popula- 
tion 
1910 

census. 


Number 

ol 

cases. 


Number 

ol 
deaths. 


Cases 
per 1,000 
popula- 
tion. 


Deaths 
per 1,000 
popula- 
tion. 


Case 

fatality 

rate. 


1 


27,390 
15,087 
34,630 
10, 1P3 
19,559 
18,613 
16,021 
24,966 
25,381 
18, 399 


46 
44 

212 
32 

103 
59 
81 
43 
93 
Ql 


20 
10 
47 

6 
32 
21 
22 
11 
22 
35 

4 
27 
33 
43 
13 
26 


1.68 
2.92 
6.12 
3.15 
5.26 
3.17 
5.06 
1.72 
3.68 
4.95 
1.45 
5.15 
4.56 
4.25 
2.94 
3.66 


0.73 

.6625 
1.358 

.59 
1.63G 
1.13 
1.374 

.4405 

.8517 
1.904 

.232 
1.2 

.976 
1.17 

.848 

.842 


Percent. 


2 




3 




4 




5 


31.06 
35.6 
27.18 
25. C 
23.65 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


17 225 9.1 


16 


12 


22,503 
33,789 
36,781 
15,327 
30,887 


116 
154 
156 
45 
110 


13 


19.5 


14 


15 


28.9 
23.63 


16 




Total 


366,721 


1,410 


372 


3.85 


1.015 


' 26.38 





A deduction ot 20 cases should be made for the following reasons: 

Dropped as no case 

Duplicate reports 



Total 

Corrected number ol cases. 



9 
11 

20 
1,390 



3355 
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Table 4. — Poliomyelitis, Newark, N. J. — Summary of cases and deaths as to 
sex for first 3 months, July 1 to Sept. 30, inclusive. 





Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Month. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fatality 

rate. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fataiity 

rate. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fatality 

rate. 


July 


197 

503 

89 


62 
131 

29 


Per cent. 
31.5 
26.05 
32.6 


130 
380 
61 


35 
95 
11 


Per cent. 
26.92 
25 
18.025 


327 

883 
150 


97 
226 
40 


Per cent. 
29.66 




26.82 


September 


26.7 


Total 


789 


222 


28.15 


571 


141 


24.7 


' 1,360 


363 


26.7 



The 20 cases alluded to in Table 3 have been deducted in this compilation. 

Table ,5. — Poliomyelitis, Newark, N. J. — Analysis of first 1,025 cases with 
regard to age, sex, and mortality. 





Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Age. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fatality 
rate. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fatality 

rate. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Case 

fatality 
rate. 


Under lyear 


77 
146 
138 
104 

64 


23 
43 
41 
23 
13 


Per cent. 
29.85 
29.4 
29.7 
22.1 
20.03 


55 
91 
95 

66 
35 


10 
32 
20 
11 
11 


Per cent. 
18.18 
35.15 
21.05 
15.15 
31.43 


132 

237 
233 
170 
99 


33 
75 
61 
34 

24 


Per cent. 
25 
31.68 




26.18 




20 




24.25 






Total under 
5 years 


529 

29 

15 

18 

7 

4 

9 

1 

2 

1 


143 
6 
5 
1 


27.05 

20.07 

33.33 

5.55 


342 

23 

18 

10 

2 

5 

9 

1 

2 

2 


84 
6 
3 
1 


24.56 
26.08 
16.66 
10 


871 
52 
33 
18 
9 
9 
18 
2 
4 
3 


227 

12 

8 

2 


26.13 
23.08 




•24.24 




11.11 








1 
3 


25 
33.33 


1 
4 


20 
44.44 


2 
7 


22.2 


10 to 1-1 years 

15 to 19 years 

20 to 24 vears 

25 to 2!) years 


38.92 


1 
1 


50 
100 


2 


100 


3 
1 


75 
33.33 


30 to 34 years 








35 to 39 years 

40 to 44 years 


5 
1 


1 


20 








5 
1 


1 


20 












































Total 


621 


102 


28.5 


414 


101 


24.5 


1,025 I 263 


25.65 



Table 6. — Poliomyelitis, Newark, N. J. — Hospitalization (2 institutions) New- 
ark City Hospital (municipal) and Contagious Disease Hospital (municipal), 
July 1 to Oct. 31, inclusive. 





Cases admitted. 


Deaths. 


Case fatality rate. 


Institution. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Com- 
bined. 


Newark City Hospital 


331 


228 


559 
231 


83 


59 


142 

46 


Per 
cent. 
25.08 


Per 

cent. 
25.88 


Per 

cent. 
25.4 
19.91 


















Total 






790 






188 






23.8 



















Total number of cases treated in hospitals '790 

Total number of cases treated in homes * 620 

Total number of cases in city 1, 410 

1 56 per cent hospitalization with 23.8 per cent case fatality rate. 
2 44 per cent home treatment with 29.7 per cent case fatahty rate. 

Cases treated in hospitals and deaths occurring therein were credited to wards in which the cases 
developed. 
Cases are credited to date on which report was received by local board. 
Deaths are credited to date on which death occurred. 



